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Dear Mr. Chairman,

Ladies and gentlemen!
Thank you very much for the opportunity to present my point of view at such significant conference.

Unfortunately, relations between Russia and Pakistan are usually described as ‘a story of mutually missed opportunities’. Thus, our goal is to stop missing opportunities and switch to a fundamentally new mode of interaction and cooperation.

This goal is determined not only by the good will of our countries, but also by the current strategic environment around Pakistan and Russia.
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Let me make one preliminary remark. 

In our Institute we use the project approach and thus we consider it necessary not only to ascert existing circumstances and reveal current trends but to propose at once a view of the necessary future, to propose very concrete designs of the future.
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Using this project approach we consider Pakistan as the biggest and the most promising state for the future Common Market of the “Greater” Central Asia, including not only post-soviet so called Middle Asian states, namely five new states – Tajikistan, Turkmenistan, Uzbekistan, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, but also Afghanistan, Iran and Pakistan. 

Some experts even suppose, and I agree with them, that in the course of the next ten years Pakistan has every chance to become a member of the Eurasian Union, which is being constructed just now by Russia.
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The Common Central Asian Market should be designed on the model of the European Economic Community as a paradigmatic common market, constructed for a half of century from 1957.

This goal from our point of view is strengthening China’s, US and Japan’s initiatives to rebuild the Silk Road: building the New Silk Road as a special economic zone of China’s and Central Asian states’s mutual prosperity along the ancient Great Silk Road route (Xi Jinping), building the New Silk Road that “will give us another 100 years of security and prosperity” (H. Clinton) and implementing the Silk Road Diplomacy Action Plan of Japan.

However in contrast to above-mentioned initiatives which consider Central Asian states mainly as “walk-through”, transit territories we consider each state as a subject and an active actor of the future Common Market.
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Taking into consideration the perspectives not only for the region around Pakistan, but for Eurasia as a whole, we propose that ‘Central Asia’ should not be limited to the post-soviet Central Asia which consists of five new states.
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Today Central Asia should be considered as a united region including post-soviet Middle Asia along with Pakistan, Afghanistan and Iran, just like von Humboldt proposed in his works two centuries ago.

From the point of view of our project approach, the time has come for considering Pakistan not only as a part of the South Asia, but also as a part of the united Central Asia.

As far as I know, one of main Pakistan political concerns is to provide free passes and necessary transport corridors to Central Asia through the east (Jalalabad) and the south (Kandahar) of Afghanistan as well as through the Wakhan Corridor.

Russia is also interested exactly in such integration platform that allows to connect infrastructures of Pakistan to infrastructures of Central Asia and further to infrastructures of Russian Siberia.

I would like to remind you that Zbigniew Brzezinski in his “The Grand Chessboard” quite ambiguously rejoiced that, I’m quoting, “fortunately for America, Eurasia is too big to be one”.
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Brzezinski illustrated this lack of Eurasian unity with a more than eloquent scheme which he named exactly “The Eurasian Chessboard”.
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For Russia the goal is exactly the opposite. It is to create a solid Central Asia which will consolidate and cement the whole Eurasian space and become a groundwork for security and prosperity. This is the only guarantee to prevent “balkanization” of all Eurasian states. 

We would like to invite Pakistan to building such integrated Central Asia.

Obviously, the model of Brzezinski itself shows extreme necessity for constructing a single integrated macroregion of Central Asia, which will define the frontiers of the Common Market.
Moverover, it is expedient to include Siberia in the new integrated macroregion of Central Asia. To emphasize the need for comprehensive participation of Russian Siberia in the new Common Market six years ago I introduced a special concept for such a macroregion – The New Central East.

The importance of Siberia is determined by current developments in Russia, which show that the political and economic center of Russia is shifting towards Siberia. 

These developments are generated by the necessity to overcome the imbalances of population distribution in Russia: territories east to Ural amount to 2/3 (66%) of the Russian territory, however only ¼ (25%) of population reside there. The necessity for accelerated development of the Russian Far East, the Arctic and the Central Asia is another reason.

In fact, the main priority for Russia is to connect the Indian Ocean and the Arctic Ocean along the 73rd meridian. 

A member of Chelyabinsk State Assembly Konstantin Zakharov in reaction to our report on Siberia proposed a beautiful formula for this concept and in fact a new geopolitical axis or pivot: “from Sabetta to Karachi”.
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Sabetta is a new port under construction on the Yamal peninsula – it is denoted at the map with a point above. 

With yellow color we denoted the new geopolitical axis, which is consolidating and cementing Central Asia and the whole Eurasia. 
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From this geopolitical and geoeconomical formula follows the Russian perspective which is directed exactly towards Pakistan. 

The vital necessity of such a Central Asian and Trans-Asian integration, from our point of view, is also determined by Pakistan’s Strategic Environment.

In recent year a new situation has emerged in Central Asia, where unsteady stability provided by Taliban regime was substituted with the US and NATO occupation of Afghanistan and Afghanistan was turned into a military-strategic bridgehead expanding to Pakistan and post-soviet Central Asia (“smaller” Central Asia).
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Even after withdrawal of foreign troops from Afghanistan and these troops are mainly NATO troops, there will still be at least 9 military bases left which will continue to provide an opportunity for strategic control of gigantic theatre of war from China to Egypt. 

The neologism ‘AfPak’ invented by Obama administration clearly demonstrates one of the Afghan bridgehead expansion directions. 

The second non-declared expansion direction is “smaller” Central Asia which is turning into the Pentagon’s second bridgehead. Probably, in classified DoD documents it is called ‘AfCA’ which is analogous to ‘AfPak’. 

Bitter reality lies in the fact that borders of this expanding bridgehead are outlined by barbarian drone attacks.
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The bridgehead is cemented by transport and logistics network for US and NATO military forces known as the Northern Distribution Network in the northern direction and the networks through the Khyber Pass in the South. 
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In fact it is a perfect implementation of the concept of The Greater Middle East developed in 1983 to denote a colossal macroregion from the Northern Africa to India borders and the Russian Federation. 

The goal of The Greater Middle East concept has been to establish controllable regimes from Morocco to China in order to control oil extraction and transportation against all Eurasian states including the European Union. 

It is not accidental that Pepe Escobar called this project ‘Pipelineistan’. 

The IPI-pipeline that has not been launched yet and the fight for Libya and Syria are vivid examples of implementation of the concept. 
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In order to support The Greater Middle East concept President Carter initiated establishing of US Rapid Deployment Joint Task Force transformed later into USCENTCOM which is controlling today the most important part of The Greater Middle East macroregion.

[image: image14.png]FOR AMERICA, THE CHIEF GEOPOLITICAL
PRIZE IS EURASIA





The inspiring idea for Washington in the region was formulated by Zbigniew Brzezinski in his “The Grand Chessboard” more than 20 years ago: “For America, the chief geopolitical prize is Eurasia”.
It is hard not to be delighted with this demonstration of the US ability to develop and implement grand strategies!

They almost reached their goal. In October, 2001, with the start of the Enduring Freedom Operation the USA firmly took roots in the most intimate and sensible part of Eurasia – the Central Asia. 

However the problem is that even in the global situation relatively favourable for the USA and NATO, they evidently didn’t have enough resources for stabilization of the captured macro-region. 

And today at the peak of the financial-economic crisis with big geopolitical systems rising in Eurasia including rebirth of Russian power and certainly China, the lack of resources for support of the US presence in Central Asia inevitably pushes them to use lower-intensity conflicts and insurgency-war technology.

It means that the lack of power of the non-regional state will cause never-ending power vacuum that will inevitably destabilize the whole Central Asia and provoke growing competition and vicious fight between all big geopolitical systems – US, China, EU and Russia. 

The impudent statement of Samuel Huntington «A world without U.S. primacy will be a world with more violence and disorder and less democracy and economic growth than a world where the United States continues to have more influence than any other country in shaping global affairs.…» looks more and more dubious. 

The capability of the USA to manage Eurasia which they try to demonstrate is absolutely uncertain today! 

Thus, everyone is quite naturally expecting the repeat of the 1990s wherein Afghanistan and the region could plunge in endless turmoil and chaos.

In contrast, the positions of Russia and Central Asia are focused on establishing not only peace and stability but also complete security in the region. 

Without full-scale security our states wouldn’t be able to reach our geopolitical and geoeconomical goals and organize a new industrialization as a critically important condition for providing a new level of economic development. 

For Russia from geopolitical point of view it means construction of powerful Eurasian Union and reintegration of the post-Soviet area. 

Stable and prosperous “Greater” Central Asia and prosperous Afghanistan is a guarantee for security and prosperity of Russia and a key to powerful Eurasian Union. 

That is why Russia is undoubtedly interested in further strengthening of Pakistan statehood. 

Russia and Central Asia states proceed from the assumption that the most essential strategic goal for Pakistan and all other states of the region is stabilization and prosperity of “Greater” Central Asia, including post-soviet Asia, Iran, Afghanistan and Pakistan. 

At the same time Russia and post-soviet Central Asia have three basic expectations from Pakistan. 
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The first expectation is that Pakistan will be the main force to construct the united Common Central Asian Market. 

The Common Market uniting states with total amount of population exceeding 350 million people could become one of the crucial economic formations in Eurasia. 

Russia hopes that 100 millions young, under 22 Pakistanis will get excellent professional education and become a huge reservoir of human resource for development of the whole macroregion. In this situation any attempts of paramilitary and extremist terrorist organizations to draw young people into criminal networks would be futile. 

Later I will explain in details the ideology and mechanisms of constructing such a common market. Now I would like to note that leading geoeconomical role of Pakistan in doing this is determined not only by its key geopolitical location and the huge reservoir of diligent human resource, but also by forecasts on reindustrialization which will rapidly intensify economic development of your country.
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The second expectation is that Pakistan will perform a breakthrough in the field of improving relations with India, Afghanistan and Iran and become a flagship of stabilization of geopolitical situation in Central Asia. 
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The third expectation is that Pakistan together with other regional powers will actively participate in accelerated industrialization of Afghanistan that is a necessary condition for constructing of Common Central Asian Market and stabilization of the whole Eurasia. 

Accelerated industrialization of Afghanistan demands its electrification with threefold and higher increase in electric power production, construction of railroad networks and creation of several new network industries. 

At the same time primary industrialization of Afghanistan should be organically inserted in new industrializations of all primary industrialized states of the region and, first of all, Pakistan. 
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Pakistan, Iran, Tajikistan and Uzbekistan organizing primary industrialization of Afghanistan could organize their secondary industrializations, and Russia could organize its tertiary industrialization (primary industrialization was conducted in Russia in 1930s, and the secondary – in 1970s) and this could be implemented in the regions of Siberia bordering Central Asia with the capital of new industrialization in Omsk. 

Secondary industrialization is based on machine-building and mechanical engineering, tertiary is based on mass robotization. 
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In order to construct the new Common Central Asian Market our Institute proposes a system of Strategic Investment Projects (SIP) as a key contribution from the Russian side. These Strategic Investment Projects could help organize industrialization of Afghanistan and at the same time construct a support frame for the new Central Asian Common Market. Some of these SIPs are presented at the Slide.

First of all, they include a chain of 9 hydroelectric power stations on transboundary Panj River, a mining production network, an Afghan part of the Indo-Siberian trunk-railway from Kunduz to Jalalabad with the gauge of railway equal to 1520 millimeters and a high-capacity dry-port at the border between Afghanistan and Pakistan.
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I would like to note that Panj River chain of HEPs and Russian hydropower projects in Kyrgyzstan would provide opportunities for construction of power grid Kyrgyzstan-Tajikistan-Afghanistan-Pakistan. At the slide you can see such a system with a center at the Khorugh (Horog) hydropower station which is located close to Pakistan and could become a base for construction of high-voltage line “Khorugh-Wakhan-Chitral”. 

The final most important task is to transform Afghanistan to a locomotive of development in Central Asia and construction of the Common Market. 

One of the most important consequences of the accelerated industrialization of Afghanistan would be elimination of Afghan planetary drug production center (with 250 thousand hectares of illicit opium poppy cultivation) which has turned into a leading vehicle of drug criminality and drug economy in the whole Eurasia.

From our point of view, the accelerated industrialization of Afghanistan could and should become an exemplary alternative development program managed by the international community under the UN auspices. Here I would like to ask you to examine our report “A New Generation of Alternative Development Programs for Elimination of Drug Production in Afghanistan” which was distributed among participants.

In general one of the main directions of cooperation between Russia and Pakistan is obviously settling the Afghanistan problem, and the economic development is crucial for this.
Positions that Pakistan and Russia will eventually take on Afghanistan will also help define our bilateral relations. Pakistan’s post 2014 strategic environment has many missing dots, that are all linked to the way Afghanistan shapes up after the draw-down of the US-led presence from the Hindu Kush.
And so, from our point of view, it is expedient to develop a new regional framework for assisting Afghanistan in conducting accelerated industrialization on behalf of the three powers – Pakistan, Russia, Iran, the “Big Three” or the “Troika”).).

I would like to draw your special attention to an opportunity of construction of the Indo-Siberian trunk-railway and the Trans-Asian development corridor along the 73rd meridian. 
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At the slide you can see the critical break of communication lines between South Asia and Northern Eurasia which is a cause of Central Asian split and division. 
It is necessary to establish a transport and communication connection of the Indian Ocean and the Arctic Ocean via the Trans-Asian development corridor. 
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In this regard we propose to establish as our main priority the mutual Russia-Pakistan-India railroad project of construction trunk-railway from Kunduz to Jalalabad with the gauge of railway equal to 1520 millimeters and a high-capacity dry-port at the border between Afghanistan and Pakistan as a base for transcontinental Indo-Siberian trunk-railway.
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To build the Common Market we need to organize an Investment Pool – up to 30 billions of US dollars till 2025.

In conclusion I would like to summarize our main proposals: 

1. To set a new agenda of Russia-Pakistan cooperation based on the issue of constructing a new Common Market of Central Asian and the Trans-Asian development corridor along the 73rd meridian;

2. To start implementing the cooperation of ‘Big Three’ concept (Pakistan – Iran - Russia) in order to provide peace, reconciliation and stability in Afghanistan through the accelerated industrialization of the country.

3. To hold the Russia-Pakistan Forum in October, 2014, in Omsk (Russia) and in Pakistan in 2015 and to invite high-level delegations from Russia and Pakistan regions.

4. Through cooperation of interested think-tanks and investment companies elaborate a Strategic Investment Projects Album for Pakistan with Russian investment and resources. 

5. To establish as our main priority the mutual Russia-Pakistan-India railroad project of construction trunk-railway from Kunduz to Jalalabad with the gauge of railway equal to 1520 millimeters and a high-capacity dry-port at the border between Afghanistan and Pakistan.

Thank you for attention!
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